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Said R. Jonah, “They differ with regard to [the date of] circulating 
notes. Someone borrowed a loan in Iyyar and wrote in the contract 
“The second regnal year [of so and so].” Then HE makes a sale [of the 
property under lien] in Marheshvan and writes in it “the second regnal 
year [of so and so].” 


“The authority who says we count from Nisan would date the loan 
prior [to the sale]. The one who says we count from Tishré would 
make the sale prior [to the loan].” 


How [exactly do we count the reign] for kings? If he died in Adar and 
[another] king succeeded him in Adar, the year is attributed to the first 
and to the second. 


Said R. Jonah, “This is so only if [the second king’s reign extended 
into Nisan. For if not, behold this: ‘Shallum the son of Jabesh reigned 
in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah of Judah, and he reigned a month in 
Samaria’ (2 Kings 15:13). You cannot interpret the years of the kings 
of Israel except from the years of the kings of Judah, or the years of the 
kings of Judah except from the years of the kings of Israel.” 


It is written and the days that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years, etc. (1 Kings 2:11). But it is also written, “In Hebron he reigned 
over Judah seven years and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned 
[thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah]” (2 Samuel 5:5). In the 
general statement they show deficit and in the particular statement they 
show excess? 


R. Isaac bar Kesastah in the name of R. Jonah: “There were [only] 
thirty-two and a half [years], but in honor of Jerusalem, Scripture 
rounds them off.” 


Judah Berabbi says that a larger sum absorbs a smaller sum.” 


Said R. Samuel bar Nahman, “‘And when your days be filled’ (2 
Samuel 7:12). The Holy One blessed be He said to him: ‘David, I 
assign to you filled days. I do not assign to you uncompleted days. Will 
not Solomon your son build the Temple only to offer sacrifices 
[therein]? Your justice and righteousness are more dear to me than all 
the sacrifice,’ as it is written: ‘to do righteousness and justice is more 
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice’ (Proverbs 21:3).” 


Rab Huna said, “All those six months during which David was fleeing 
from Absalom his son, he was making atonement offerings with a she- 
goat, like a commoner.” 


